
Stories and Essays from Klinkapunk



Stories and Essays from 
Klinkapunk

Curt Meinert

Illustrations by Jill Meinert



Copyright © 2014

This document is protected under copyright laws and trade agreements of
the United States of America. No part may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without the express
prior approval of the copyright owner.

Printed on acid free paper
2nd printing

Binding by
The Kelmscott Bookshop

Baltimore



Contents

Foreword . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xiii

Christmas 2001: A preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xv

Dudley and Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

My first bicycle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Model child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

35 Ford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Cars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

AMMCO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Push the button Dud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Where are you going Judy? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

The depression diet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Fire drills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

The big dig! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

Nightmares . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

Fired because of momentum! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

Vining peas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61

v



Contents

vi

Plagiarism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

The horse pulling contest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

Three new ones and one good one! . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

The Brown County toss-off . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

Counting aphids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

The chicken drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

Sleepy Eye moments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

The lost fellow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

Pi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

The telephone cord issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

The cherry tree incident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Dorm life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

The Tupperware party . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

The WAP index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

Ville 72 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Matriculation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143



Contents

vii

Making hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

Shit and two is four! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155

How to behave and talk in Sleepy Eye . . . . . . . . 159

District 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Lutheran School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

Sleepy Eye High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181

My first job . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189

Shut the truck off Rudy, we is petered! . . . . . . 197

The mother's ring affair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205

Record keeping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207

Talkahonus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211

The stapling protocol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215

The accidental trialist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219

The wall of wonder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225

Judy had an accident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229



Contents

viii

The parable of the cowbird and the         
buzzard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235

Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237

Family tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245

Generation time and date: (11:54am Sunday) 27 April 2014; Location:
\Report







xiii

Foreword

My predilection for writing goes back to the beginning of my
professional career. I write basically to discover what I believe and to figure
out what I know. You would be surprised what you know if you pump hard
enough. I discovered this when writing the 1st edition of my textbook on
clinical trials. Topics, that I figured I knew nothing about, started to fill in
when I sat long enough for something to happen.

Watson, my secretary at JHU, has collected a file of some of my letters
over the years – some serious and some not so serious but always with a
message. A file she has is what I called the "snowball file" of letters – some
fairly outrageous – sent to the former Dean of my institution.

As a researcher-scientist you do a lot of writing – all boring and tedious.

You can't do much to spice up research protocols or scientific papers or
textbooks so I turn to writing stories and essays that have no purpose or serve
no earthly good save to provide interludes for me from the boring and tedious
writing I am ordained to do. This collection was written mostly during a
needed interlude from work on the 2nd edition of my text on clinical trials
mostly 2007 and 2008 and revised after my textbook writing was done.

Klinkapunk is a name I got from my Dad. I can't remember when or why.
I think it was a comment on the fact that I was a gangly uncoordinated kid
who had his fair share of stumbles and falls.

Over my lifetime I have had lots of nicknames – Bucks, Skeeter, Sket,
Slats, Meint, and Snake Eyes to name a few. But Klinkapunk has a certain
euphonic ring making it an apt moniker for this work!

14 March 2012

2:10pm (Thu) 24 Apr 08 \Rudy\Foreword.Pg


